Statement of Significance 


Coconut Grove Elementary School is historically and 
architecturally significant. As well as an educational insti¬ 
tution, it has been an integral part of the social and cultural 
life of the community. The school building, designed by H. H. 
Mundry, a notable local architect, has been in continuous use 
longer than any other school building in Dade County, according 
to all available sources. 

Its origins go back to the days before the incorporation 
of Miami. The first public school in present day Dade County, 
a small wooden structure, was founded in Coconut Grove in 1887 
with eleven pupils. This structure was later removed from the 
site and retained. 

The present building, as well as the original school built 
in 1887, are within the Beasley homestead. Coconut Grove, Miami's 
first community, was settled on the land that was homesteaded by 
Edmund Beasley in 1868. Both sites are within two city blocks 
of each other. 

On September 29, 1911. the cornerstone of the first section 
of the present building was laid. Frank B. Stoneman, editor of the 
Miami Herald and father of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, delivered 
the dedication address. Classes in the new building started 
during the first week of October of that year. 

The architect for the 1911 building, H.H. Mund^y, also 
designed Trinity Cathedral, Miami Edison School, Robert E. Lee 
School, the old Miami Herald building, and the original City Hall 
in Homestead. 

Mundfy designed the school in the "mission style" to fit 
the climate with a maximum of light and ventilation. Architect 
August Gieger^ who designed the "mission style" school at 
Homestead^noted in a June, 1914 Tropic Magazine article that 
the first use of this style of architecture in Dade County was 
the Coconut Grove School. A Federal Government bulletin specifi¬ 
cally referred to the school's architecture as an example of 
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good planning. (Tropic Magazine, May 1914) 

In 1918 a junior high was added; in 1919 a kindergarten. 

The rapidly growing number of students necessitated additional 
classrooms, and in 1922 the School Board authorized the organi¬ 
zation of a four-year senior high school. The 1918 and 1922 
additions were designed by Walter de Garmo, another wellknown 
local architect. 

The educational, social, and cultural life of the community 
centered on the school. The auditorium was used by groups such 
as the Audubon Society, which at the time was headed by Kirk 
and Mary Monroe, prominent pioneers of Coconut Grove. (Tropic 
Magazine, May 1915) 

In October of 1913 the parents decided to form an organization 
to work for the school and grounds. In November of that year, 
the parents chartered the Coconut Grove School Improvement 
Association (SIA), the first organization of its kind in Dade 
County. In 1923 the SIA became the Coconut Grove Parent Teacher 
Association. Ruth Bryan Owen, daughter of William Jennings Bryan, 
served as the president of the new PTA for several years and 
instituted the lunch program at the school. 

The citizens of the community met in the school auditorium 
in March of 1919 to incorporate the City of Coconut Grove. 

The school was the site of many historic events. 

- On June 14, 1923 Alligator Troop til of the Girl Scouts of 
America, the first troop in Dade County, was formed at the school. 

- After the disastrous hurricane of 1926, doctors and nurses 
from Chicago came to Miami on a special train to set up a first 
aid station at the school. 

- Roy Perry, president of the first high school graduating 
class, brought Goodwill Industries to South Florida in 1960 and 
served as its president for nine years. 
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- In 1935 the Federal Emergency Relief Administration held 
free journalism classes in the library, and the Works Progress 
Administration offered classes in Spanish. 

- In 1963 over 200 Cuban refugee children were enrolled in a 
special program intended to prepare them for entrance into the 
regular English language classes. 

On September 5, 1961, Coconut Grove Elementary School became 
one of nine Dade County schools to quietly integrate before court 
ordered desegregation. In March of 1968, Tim Herring, principal, 
and a group of 50 concerned parents worked to keep the school 
integrated by encouraging white students to stay at the school. 
Because of their publicized efforts, on April 3, 1968 the School 
Board agreed to make Coconut Grove School a "special projects 
center" with additional funding and teachers. 

On March 11, 1974, Governor Rubin Askew visited the school 
to see education in a naturally integrated environment. This was 
the first visit from a Florida governor to a Dade County school in 
a decade. 

Coconut Grove School is an example of an integrated neighbor¬ 
hood school with a non-bused student population which represents 
a cross-section of the diverse social and economic elements of the 
community. 

Since Coconut Grove is Miami's oldest community, historical 
sites are within walking distance. Sites such as the Barnacle, 
the original school house on the grounds of Plymouth Church, 
Peacock Park, Coconut Grove Library, and Charles Avenue are 
used in the school's instructional program, providing unique 
opportunities for on-site experiences. 

There has been continuous interaction involving Coconut Grove 
students, teachers, parents, and the community. Because of this 
the school is an outstanding example of how diverse backgrounds 
and philosophies function successfully. 


THREATS TO THE SITE 


There are three apparent threats to the Coconut Grove 
Elementary site: first, the increased demand for parking and 
building sites in the Coconut Grove business district; second, 
the age of the building necessitating continued maintenance; 
and third, declining student enrollment. 

In July of 1961, the director of the Offstreet Parking Board 
of the City of Miami asked for a selling price on the school. 

A New York consulting firm had indicated the school property as 
one of two feasible sites for an offstreet parking project. The 
School Board was not interested in selling the property at that 
time. 

The Coconut Grove area has had a dramatic increase in 
commercial development and available building and parking sites 
are diminishing. Thus, this type of development remains a threat. 

The cost of maintaining and restoring the building may become 
a threat. Parents have continued to request budgeted funds to 
prevent deterioration. 

Finally, development has resulted in changing patterns within 
the school district. Increased property values have caused changes 
in housing potential for families with young children. 

During the 1977-78 school year a School Board committee 
placed Coconut Grove Elementary School on a list of schools 
considered for closing due to county-wide declining enrollment. 
Students and parents formed a committee called Save Our School 
(SOS). The Coconut Grove Civic Club, the Historical Association 
of Southern Florida, and the community petitioned the School 
Board in writing to keep the school open. Due to these efforts 
the school was removed from the list. 

A PTA committee has created a media program to explain the 
school's unique character and programs. This is being presented 
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to groups such as the Coconut Grove Realty Board, the Chamber 
of Commerce, and local preschools to help prevent a further 
decline in enrollment. 


